A new observation in the clinical spectrums of erythroleukemia. A report of 46 cases.
Erythroleukemia is a disease manifested by an abnormal proliferation of erythroid and myeloid precursors, generally consisting of a primary erythroid phase (chronic erythemic myelosis), a transition phase involving erythroid and myeloid precursors (erythroleukemia) and, finally, the purely myeloblastic (acute myeloblastic leukemia) phase. The experience at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center is reported. Presenting signs and symptoms are consistent with prior reports. The chemotherapy results in the past have been poor; because of the poor results, chemotherapy is started only if one of the following criteria are present: (1) frequent transfusion requirements; (2) rapidly increasing peripheral white blood cell count or percentage of leukemic blast forms; (3) frequent recurrent infectious and/or hemorrhagic complications. A hitherto unrecognized association of erythroleukemia and symptomatic rheumatic disease and numerous immunologic abberations are reported. The symptoms related to this rheumatic disorder do not seem to be relieved by therapy directed at the leukemic process, but rather by the use of simple anti-inflammatory agents.